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FOREWORD 
 

Typically, the concept of labour arouses negative connotations and perceptions. Indeed, 

the very word labour, as a Latin derivation of tripalium, has its original meaning based 

in an ancient torture machine. 

 

Of course, the relationship society has with this word has changed through history. In 

ancient Greece and the Roman Slavocracy, manual work was seen as a minor activity. 

With the emergence of the bourgeoisie and the development of new technology in the 

modern age, labour became viewed as necessary for advancing economic growth and 

material desires. As materialistic consumption increased in many developed and 

developing nations, the need for manual workers increased concomitantly, and it was 

within this context that exploitative, abusive and harmful child labour flourished. 

 

The development of society has been constructed by choices, and the choice to pursue 

economic and material wealth is no exception. However, while the economic path is an 

important means for survival, status and fulfilment, the social path of any society is 

equally pertinent, and the ethical and moral decisions made in advancing this path must 

be accounted for.  

 

Specifically, advancement of the economic path is intimately intertwined with the issue 

of child labour, and the issue of child labour is in turn closely aligned to the social 

development of any nation. Civil structures such as organisations, governments and 

indeed people must recognise this.  

 

However, in order to come to this recognition, people must first be made aware of the 

complex and multifaceted nature of child labour, and how the issue continues to affect 

children in many countries around the world. This therefore forms the purpose of the 

present report. Specifically, the report aims to provide some insights into the issue of 

child labour, with a specific focus on child labour in Brazil.  

 

It is hoped the information contained herein will raise awareness about child labour 

generally, and child labour in Brazil specifically. With this awareness, will be the 
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realisation that child labour is intimately connected with many aspects of our 

contemporary consumerist societies. While the issue is often deemed far removed from 

daily life in many developing nations, we must realise the very choices we make play 

some part, no matter how small, in perpetuating the cycle of child labour in many parts 

of the world.  

 

Gustavo Perreira Vidigal 
A.R.C. Worldwide Trust Volunteer 
September 2007 
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1.0 CHILD  L ABOUR – AN OVERVIEW  
 

1.1 Introduction  

To fully grasp the concept of child labour, it is first necessary to understand the global 

context of the issue. One of the main barriers to advancing this understanding is a lack 

of universal consensus regarding the definition of child labour. The International Labour 

Organisation (ILO) Conventions 138 (1973) and 182 (1999) define child labourers “as 

all children younger than 12 working in any economic activities; children 12–14 years 

old engaged in more than light work; and, all children engaged in the worst forms of 

child labour” (UNICEF, 2006, p. 1).  

 

However, this conceptualisation of child labour is somewhat restrictive in that it 

excludes “children aged 12 years and older who are working only a few hours a week in 

permitted light work and those aged 15 years and above whose work is not classified as 

hazardous” (ILO, 2006, p. 6). Hazardous labour may be defined as any work whereby 

children are engaged in trafficking, armed conflict, slavery, sexual exploitation and 

dangerous work (UNICEF, 2006). In more generic terms and for the purposes of this 

report, child labour is defined as work undertaken by children (aged 18 years and 

under), which is harmful (physically, mentally, emotionally, intellectually, morally) or 

exploitative. 

 

1.1.1 Global Numbers 

The ILO (2006) estimates 218 million children worldwide are labourers, of which 

almost 30% are less than 10 years old. Although an estimated 98% of these children 

reside in poor and developing nations, approximately 2.5 million reside in developed 

economies and another 2.5 million reside in transition economies. Around 127 million 

children aged 14 years or less in the Asia-Pacific region are child labourers, constituting 

the largest total number of working children in the world. As figure 1 shows sub-

Saharan Africa has the largest proportion of working children, at an estimated 48 

million, of which one third are aged 14 years and under. 
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Figure 1. Percentage of child labourers working according to region 
 

 

Positive trends in the total number of children engaged in labour have been evidenced in 

recent years. Specifically, between 2000 and 2004 the number of child labourers around 

the globe fell by 11%, while there was a 26% decrease in children engaged in the most 

hazardous forms of labour (e.g., trafficking, armed conflict, slavery, sexual exploitation, 

hazardous work). Of this, the most noteworthy decrease was by 33% for children in the 

5 to 14 year age group – which equates to 20 million less children in this age group 

engaged in hazardous work (ILO, 2006, 2007). 

 

1.1.2 Types of Labour 

As figure 2 shows, the majority of child labourers worldwide work in the agricultural 

sector, which comprises activities such as agriculture, fishing, hunting and forestry. 

Around a quarter of child labourers work in the services sector (e.g., wholesale, retail, 

hospitality, transport, finance, communications, storage, real estate, social services, 

community services, personal services), while the remaining are engaged in activities 

within the industry sector (e.g., mining, quarrying, manufacturing, construction, 

utilities). 
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Figure 2. Percentage of child labourers working according to sector 
 

 

More than half of the total worldwide population of child labourers (126 million) are 

believed to be engaged in the most hazardous forms of work including, working in 

mines, working with dangerous machinery, and working with chemicals and pesticides. 

A further majority of child labourers are believed to be engaged in the worst forms of 

child labour, including trafficking, armed conflict, slavery, and sexual exploitation 

(UNICEF, 2006).  

 

Girl labourers are particularly vulnerable to abuse and may end up working as child 

prostitutes, or being trafficked for the purposes of arranged marriages, in which they 

may also be subjected to forced labour and other exploitative and abusive behaviours 

(UNICEF, 2006). However, while the proportion of girls in the 5 to 11 year age group 

engaged in labour is comparable to that of boys, in the older age groups boys continue 

to outnumber girls (ILO, 2006). Figure 3 illustrates the proportion of children in each 

age group and gender ratios involved in the most hazardous forms of child labour. 
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Figure 3. Percentage of child labourers working in the most hazardous forms of labour, 

according to age group and gender 
 

 

Although children typically fall within a specific sector of work, there are a variety of 

tasks and activities child labourers engage in, the majority of which can be categorised 

according to the following: 

 

·  Unpaid domestic labour: can involve activities such as the obtaining of 

provisions like wood, food and water. More seriously, it can involve the 

performing of domestic duties, such as child care and housekeeping. Girls 

are particularly vulnerable to this type of labour, especially where they are 

subjected to an arranged marriage. 

·  Economic activities: are those engaged solely for purposes of revenue, and 

typically include involvement in the entertainment and agricultural 

industries, assisting with family-run businesses, or begging and scavenging.  

·  Forced labour: is any labour constituting slavery, military recruitment, 

prostitution and other illegal activities (i.e., drug trafficking). Children are 

often forced into such activities against their will. Females are especially 

likely to be forced into prostitution, while males are likely to be recruited 

against their will into military/militia regimes.  

·  Bonded labour/Debt Bondage: occurs when a child is given as payment for 

debt by parent or guardian, and forced into enslavement until the debt is 
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perceived to be paid in full. In such circumstances, the child can remain with 

the debtor indefinitely.  

·  Familial obligations: child labour can also be the result of more tragic 

circumstances, whereby familial ties mean children are obligated to engage 

in labour. Specifically, when children are orphaned they may be tasked with 

taking care of younger siblings. This means such children must engage in 

any variety of tasks in order to provide for their family members.  

·  School labour: may include any activities related to the maintenance and 

caretaking of a school, while in the school environment (i.e., during normal 

teaching hours). It may also take the form of children being forced into 

specific sporting activities, which are against the best interests and/or wishes 

of the child, and solely for the personal gain of adults (Musvoto, 2008).  

 

1.1.3 Causes of Child Labour 

There is no single cause of child labour, and the antecedents of children labouring are 

complex and multi-faceted. Indeed, the specific cultural, social, religious and economic 

background of a child undoubtedly determines the area of work they engage in and the 

reasons for which they must engage. However, some of the causal contributors are:  

 

·  Poverty: familial economic hardship means some children are forced to 

work. 

·  Family Expectations and Traditions: in some circumstances, cultural and 

familial traditions mean children are expected to begin work at a young age.  

·  HIV/AIDS Epidemic: increases in HIV/AIDS mortality rates in many parts of 

the world are resulting in more children being orphaned. Such children are 

often forced into labour to support themselves and their siblings, or may also 

be forced by caregivers. 

·  Lack of Services: inadequate access and provision of some services, such as 

education and health, means deprived children may be forced to work in 

order to pay for such services. 

·  Public Opinion: a lack of understanding or difference about child labour can 

lead to communities inadvertently perpetuating the cycle (Musvoto, 2008). 
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1.2 Official  Documents Concerning Child  Labour 

There are a large number of official documents concerned with child labour. Their 

importance is to spread information and highlight agreements made by the international 

and also national communities and powers. Perhaps the four most well known 

documents highlighting the rights of children and touching on the issue of child labour, 

are the ILO Conventions on Child Labour, the Convention on the Rights of the Child 

(CRC), the United Nations Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), and the Rome 

Statue of the International Criminal Court. 

 

1.2.1 ILO Conventions 138 (1973) and 182 (1999)  

These conventions provide a definition of child labour by highlighting the concept of a 

child labourer. Specifically, the conventions state child labourers are “all children 

younger than 12 working in any economic activities, children 12–14 years old engaged 

in more than light work, and all children engaged in the worst forms of child labour – in 

which they are enslaved, forcibly recruited, prostituted, trafficked, forced into illegal 

activities or exposed to hazards”. 

 

As mentioned previously, the conventions are somewhat limited in their 

conceptualisation as they do not take account of children engaged in light work, or older 

children engaged in the most hazardous forms of labour. Despite this, by 2006 143 

countries had ratified convention 138, setting minimum ages for work; while 158 

countries had ratified convention 182 on the worst forms of child labour (UNICEF, 

2006). 

  
1.2.2 The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) 

Previously known as the Declaration of Geneva, the Convention on the Rights of the 

Child (CRC) stipulates a set of protective measures and necessities for children. In 

particular, the convention comprises 10 principles, each of which denotes a basic and 

fundamental right of all children, including a name, a nationality, benefits from social 

security, love, understanding, education and protection.  

 

Article 32(1) of the convention specifically addresses the issue of child labour, and 

“calls for the recognition of the right of children to be protected from economic 

exploitation and from performing any work that is likely to be hazardous or to interfere 
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with their education, or to be harmful to their health or physical, mental, spiritual, moral 

or social development” (UNICEF, 2006). 

 

1.2.3 United Nations Millennium Development Goals  

The eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) - which range from halving extreme 

poverty to halting the spread of HIV/AIDS and providing universal primary education - 

form an agreement between all the world’s countries and the entire world’s leading 

development institutions. No topic specifies the child labour issue; but by promoting the 

eradication of poverty and other actions, achieving the end of children exploitation 

becomes easier. 

 

1.2.4 Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court Article 8 

This UN treatise relates specifically to the use of children for the purposes of warfare, 

and specifically prohibits to enlisting, recruitment, or conscription of children under the 

age of 15 years, for use in military activity. “Conscripting or enlisting children under the 

age of fifteen years into the national armed forces or using them to participate actively 

in hostilities” (Rome Statute of International Criminal Court, Article 8, section xxvi, 

War Crimes). 

 

 

1.3 International Organisations Tackling Child  Labour 

There are a range of organisations working to improve the situation of child labourers, 

at local and international levels. Each has a variety of individual structures and purposes 

to cater for their specific population groups. This is very important, since the issue is 

one for all regions and cultures. For the purpose of this report, three well-known 

international organisations have been chosen: 

 

1.3.1 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

This organisation is a specialised United Nations (UN) agency founded in 1945. 

UNESCO acts as a laboratory of ideas and a disseminator of information pertaining to 

aspects of education, science and culture. The importance of its work, for child labour, 

relies on the dissemination of information and raising awareness of the issue, and 
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developing resolutions for child labour (UNESCO, 2007). More information about the 

work of UNESCO can be found on their website: www.unesco.org 

 

1.3.2 United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 

Another division of the UN system, the purpose of UNICEF is to work to overcome 

poverty, violence, disease and discrimination in a child’s life. UNICEF develops 

programs to assist in the prevention of child labour, recovery from the harms of 

exploitation, and reintegration of child labourers into society (UNICEF, 2008). More 

information about the work of UNICEF can be found on their website: www.unicef.org 

 

1.3.3 International Labour Organisation (ILO) 

This is an Institution whose main aims are to “promote rights at work, encourage decent 

employment opportunities, enhance social protection and strengthen dialogue in 

handling work-related issues” (ILO, 2008). An important project that the ILO helps to 

develop in the study area is the International Programme on the Elimination of Child 

Labour (IPEC). Created in 1992, the programme endeavours to enhance capacity-

building in countries to deal with child labour, and raising global awareness with an aim 

of combating the problem (ILO, 2008). More information about the work of the ILO can 

be found on their website: www.ilo.org 
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2.0 CHILD  L ABOUR IN  BRAZIL – SETTING THE  SCENE 
 

In 2000, Brazil ratified the ILO Convention No. 182 on the worst forms of child labour, 

while in 2001 Convention No. 138 on the minimum age for employment was ratified. 

The ratification of these conventions suggests a minimum age for employment must be 

specified by the government, and that all reasonable and effective measures must be 

engaged to ensure the imminent prohibition and elimination of the worst forms of child 

labour.  

 
Brazil has taken reasonable steps to address the issue of child labour, by accounting for 

the conventions within national legislation. For example, according to Article 7 of the 

Federal Constitution of Brazil, any child under 16 years of age is prohibited to engage in 

any kind of labour, and is similarly prohibited to be engaged in night work. If under 18 

years, children must not be involved in insalubrious, hazardous or grievous labour 

activities. However, the Constitution does allow children older than 14 years (and less 

than 24 years) entitlement to work in an apprentice structure. 

 

With a population of around 190 million, Brazil is the fifth most populous nation in the 

world. Of the total 190 million people in Brazil, 53 million (i.e., around one quarter of 

the population) are below the age of 14 years. According to statistics from the Instituto 

Brasileiro de Geografia e Estatística (IBGE; 2007), there are an estimated 45.5 million 

children aged between 5 and 17 years. Of this, around 33 million are aged under 14 

years, and are thereby prohibited from engaging in any form of work. The remaining 9.5 

million children are aged between 14 and 16 years, and as such, may work in 

apprenticeships.  

 

 

2.1 The Current  Situation  

Despite the prohibitions against children of specific ages being involved in any form of 

work, the incidence of child labour in Brazil is approximately 12% for children aged 

between 5 and 17 years, equating to at least 5.4 million children being involved in 

labour procedures. Among these, 40.7% are under the age of 14 years, representing 

about 2.2 million children involved in illegal exploitation. Consequently, 2.4 million 

(44.5%) child labourers are aged between 15 and 17 years (IBGE, 2007). 
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As figure 4 shows, Brazil has experienced a decrease in the incidence of child labour 

over the past decade or more. Recent figures indicate that in 1999, 2.97 million children 

under the age of 14 years were economically active. In 2000, this number had decreased 

to around 2.5 million children, while in 2001 this had decreased further to 2.23 million 

children. Substantially more children between the ages of 15 and 19 years are engaged 

in labour compared to those in the younger age groups. Approximately 10 million 

children in the older age bracket were engaged in labour in 2000. However, this number 

is also believed to be decreasing (International Confederation of Free Trade Unions 

[ICFTU], 2004). 
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Figure 4. Total number of children engaged in labour in Brazil, according to year 
 
 
 
In Brazil, the gender ratio of children between the ages of 5 and 17 years is relatively 

equal. Specifically, an estimated 50.6% of this cohort is male, leaving females to 

comprise the remaining 49.4%. However, as is typical in other parts of the globe, the 

gender ratio of child labourers is disproportionate, with the majority (68.1%) of children 

engaged in labour in Brazil being male.  

 

Of those children aged between 5 and 17 years engaged in labour, it is estimated at least 

one third work 40 hours or more per week. The majority (83%) of child labourers aged 
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between 5 to 9 years typically work less than 20 hours per week. However, children in 

the older age groups tend to have longer working hours, with more than a quarter of 10 

to 14 year olds working between 21 and 39 hours per week, while nearly half of those 

children  aged 15 to 17 years work 40 or more hours per week (ICFTU, 2004). Figure 5 

provides an overview of the hours worked by child labourers, according to age group. 
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Figure 5. Hours engaged in labour per week, according to age group  
�

 

2.1.1 Types of Labour 

Child labourers in Brazil work in both urban and rural settings, and are engaged in a 

variety of activities. Specifically, children tend to engage in activities such as: fishing; 

mining; raising livestock; producing charcoal; harvesting sugarcane, sisal, tobacco, 

cotton, and citrus fruits; shoe shining; transportation; construction; restaurants; begging; 

drug trafficking; and, prostitution (ICFTU, 2004).  

 

For example, in Pirenópolis (GO), mining camps use 9 year old children to carry heavy 

minerals (made from quartz and argil) that are used in roads and as a cover for walls. In 

Ribeirão Preto (SP), it is common to see young people in the peanut harvest and in 

farms of sugar cane and orange. In the north and northeast of Minas Gerais, children 

work in coalmines in insalubrious conditions; often they work for a plate with rice and 

flour. In Franca (SP), they work in shoe factories. In Campos (RJ), local of the 
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traditional sugar cane industry, it is also very common to see heavy labour being done 

by young bodies. 

 

While UNICEF has reported a reduction of about 25% in the number of child labourers 

on plantations such as sugarcane, orange, tobacco and sisal, a large proportion (43.4%) 

of Brazil’s children continue to work in the agriculture industry. Disturbingly, the 

majority (67.3%) do not receive any form of remuneration for their work. This is in 

contrast to a combined figure of 21.1% who do not receive remuneration in other 

sectors (ICFTU, 2004).  

 

However, while agriculture is the sector responsible for the most child labourers in other 

parts of the world, in Brazil the situation is different. In particular, the industry sector 

employs the majority (51.2%) of children to undertake work, typically within machinery 

and chemical related activities (ICFTU, 2004).  

 

Domestic work remains widespread across Brazil, with many girl children continuing to 

work as domestic servants. As is typical in other parts of the world, girls labouring in 

this way are often exploited and become the victims of violent and sexual abuse. Indeed, 

many can be forced into prostitution, with the phenomenon being especially prevalent 

around mining settlements, ports, international borders, and in large cities (ICFTU, 

2004).  

 

Given the trends in other parts of the world, it is likely children in Brazil may also be 

involved in both human and drug trafficking. While human trafficking is illegal in 

Brazil, the ICFTU (2004) suggests trafficking of children, both nationally and 

internationally, for the purpose of sexual exploitation, is common.  

 

2.1.2 Reasons for Child Labour 

As with other parts of the world, there are many reasons for child labour in Brazil. 

Indeed, the antecedents of the issue are multi-faceted and will vary according to the 

specific circumstances of the child. Among some of the most pertinent causes are 

education, unemployment and poverty. They are interconnected issues that contribute to 

this exploitation. 
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Education is an important tool for fighting child labour; but the lack of education is a 

problem itself, with specific consequences. Almost 56 million Brazilians are in 

fundamental schooling. However, statistics indicate Brazil has the highest number of 

out of school primary children across the Latin American and Caribbean regions, at 

approximately 800 000. On average, about 1.5 boys are out of school for every girl child 

(UNESCO, 2005, 2006a).  

 

Evasion from school by children is a problem. The main reasons for not frequenting 

school are diverse, but an examination of the reasons according to age reveals some 

particular factors. Specifically, for children under 14 years, the primary reasons are: 

labour (1.7%), transportation problems (23.2%), will (22.1%), and other (52.7%). The 

same reasons are reported for children between 14 and 16 years of age, however the 

proportions are different, as indicated in figure 6. The most distinct point regarding 

educational non-attendance is that children aged 15 to 17 years are more likely not to 

attend school due to labour commitments, in comparison to younger children (IBGE, 

2007).  
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Figure 6. Reasons for school non-attendance, according to age 
 

 

A lack of fundamental education, irrespective of the reasons for school non-attendance, 

suggests that future opportunities are severely reduced for children without some basic 
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education. Specifically, a lack of primary education reduces the likelihood of children 

progressing to secondary education, while a lack of secondary education severely limits 

opportunities to continue to higher/tertiary education. Tertiary education facilitates 

future employment prospects and can be determinative of income and thereby access to 

provisions (i.e., medical, food, shelter) (Tassell, 2007).  

 

While engaging in labour is not one of the main reasons for children being out of school 

in Brazil, the very act of educational non-attendance has indirect implications for 

perpetuating the cycle of labour. Specifically, children who do not receive education 

may: be less likely to be aware of their fundamental rights with regard to universal 

primary education; not develop their intellectual, social and cognitive capacities to their 

fullest potential; not engage in productive, safe and economically rewarding future 

employment. This in turn, will serve to perpetuate the labour cycle as children may not 

develop the skills, knowledge and abilities that could propel them into better 

employment, and this in turn could lead to or maintain a life of poverty for themselves 

and hence also their own offspring. 

 

Indeed, a lack of education also facilitates another major factor impacting child labour - 

that of unemployment. Unemployment is more than an issue concerning economy; it is 

indeed one of the worst problems in Brazil. Data shows more than 9% of individuals 

that can and do look for work are unable to find a legal activity (IBGE, 2007). This in 

turn, forces such individuals to enter illegal jobs, and may also sometimes force their 

children into labouring.  

 

Indeed, while many parents may be desperate to secure jobs themselves, data indicates 

that employers in some industries typically favour children, primarily because they are 

easier to exploit through the payment of low wages while working long hours, and also 

because they can engage in jobs that may be better done by younger/smaller bodies. 

Consequently, to provide a family with income, parents may send their own children to 

work. In some cases of extreme poverty, this is of course deemed a necessity. However, 

in other cases, children can be deliberately forced to remain out of education and instead 

engage in labour, as a result of parents’ unwillingness to seek employment themselves 

(Musvoto, 2008).  
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Brazil has taken some steps to address the issue of parental coercion into employment 

and encourage children to remain in education. Specifically, in 1998 the Ministry of 

Welfare and Social Assistance created a programme (PETI) that provides financial 

assistance to poor families to keep their children in school. A further programme has 

been designed to supplement the income of poor families, with the overall aim being to 

encourage children to stay in school rather than taking up employment to support their 

families (ICFTU, 2004).  

 

A lack of education and unemployment are responsible for what is perhaps the main 

causal contributor of child exploitation - poverty. In 2005, Brazil achieved the 

Millennium Goal by reducing to 4.2%, the percentage of the population that received 

less than US$ 1 per day. However, there is a lot of work that remains to be done, as the 

country still has 8 million people living in extreme poverty. Although speculative, it is 

highly likely it is those that are living in extreme poverty who also suffer the 

consequences of child labour. 

 

The way poverty impacts child labour, and indeed is impacted by child labour, is 

complex and multi-faceted, and some of the factors have already been alluded to 

previously. However, what poverty does mean is that basic necessities (such as food, 

water, education, shelter and medical supplies) are unlikely to be provided for in an 

adequate, consistent or sustainable, which then serves to propel children into economic 

activities.  

 

2.1.4     The Harm Caused by Child Labour 

The 1990 Statute of Children and Adolescents states manual work can be detrimental 

to the physical, psychological, moral and social development of children and 

adolescents (ICFTU, 2004). Indeed, the most severe implications of child labour are 

often related to the psychological and physical well-being of children. This 

subsequently can also affect their development and later future prospects (Musvoto, 

2008).  

 

When submitted to any type of labourious exploitation, children are often exposed to 

hazardous or insalubrious conditions. One of the most common uses of child labour in 
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Brazil is on farms for sugar cane. Children are thrown into a world of grievous physical 

work, where they are unable to rest, are required to engage in work in excess of that 

normally expected of a child (i.e., lifting heavy/multiple bags of sugar), and may not 

receive adequate nourishment, which when combined, can stunt growth and cognitive 

development. Furthermore, child labourers are typically the victims of physical and 

sexual violence and abuse, which can leave enduring physical damage and injuries, but 

also serve to inhibit healthy physical functioning (Musvoto, 2008). 

 

The psychological injury to a child is another serious problem. While physical damage 

is often demonstrated in a visible and thus objective fashion, psychological damage can 

be more difficult to quantify. For example, child labourers may experience feelings of 

neglect, marginalisation, discrimination and alienation. In addition to these, they are 

also less likely to achieve the intellectual, social and psychological milestones that may 

be expected of children in the same cohort. The reasons for these effects are likely the 

result of a lack of education (due to being engaged in labour), abuse (physical, 

psychological, sexual and emotional), and poverty and its related effects (malnutrition, 

lack of access to provisions) (Musvoto, 2008). 
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3.0 COMBATING  CHILD  L ABOUR IN  BRAZIL  
 

There are a variety of legislations, organisations and institutions dedicated to tackling 

the issue of child labour in Brazil. While the present report is limited in providing a 

comprehensive overview of all structures addressing child labour in the country, some 

of the main ones are described below. 

 

3.1 Estatuto da Criança e do Adolescente (Statute of Children and Youth) 

The Estatuto da Criança e do Adolescente was promulgated on July 13th 1990, by the 

president Collor de Mello. The Statute was supported by a public referendum of more 

than one million signatures, and superseded the previous law of Código do Menor 

(Minor’s Code), which did not have a structured or solid project for children and youth. 

This renewing process represented the will of the nation to implement changes and 

establish effective means for assuring a better future for children and youth.  

 

The objective of the Statute is to define the rights and responsibilities to children and 

adolescents, and is complimentary to the previously mentioned Federal Constitution of 

1988. The impetus for the Statue was the necessity to create accountability for child 

labour by developing public measures for all government spheres, and creating councils 

responsible for tackling the issue. 

 

The basic premise of the Estatuto da Criança e do Adolescente is that without 

discrimination or prejudice of race or social class, Brazil’s children should be the targets 

for social improvement. The first principle in the Statute relating to this premise is that 

of Full Protection, which is the idea that not only are regular human rights applied to the 

child, but also that special rights should be granted for the protection of a child’s 

growing needs.  

 

The most important assurance provided by the Statute with regard to child labour, is the 

establishment of specific ages and conditions under which youth can engage in work, in 

addition to the development of the apprentice model (Ministerio de Educação, 2008).  
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The Statute may be viewed at the following website: 

http://www.planalto.gov.br/ccivil/LEIS/L8069.htm 

 

 

3.2 Amigos da Escola (School Friends) 

Education is still a serious problem in Brazil, and every year a whole new package of 

laws and programmes are designed and implemented to increase and improve education 

for children and youth. As previously mentioned, both poverty and lack of education are 

among the primary reasons for child labour in Brazil, and represent intimately 

intertwined antecedents. With continued progress in raising the level and profile of 

education, Brazil will make important advances in extinguishing the exploitation of the 

young. 

 

The objective of Amigos da Escola, a project created by Globo Net (Globo TV and 

associated broadcasting stations), is to contribute to the development of primary public 

schools, through volunteer work and solidarity. The project was implemented in union 

with the programme Faça Parte (Be Part), the Conselho Nacional dos Secretários de 

Educação (National Council of the Education’s Secretareis), the União Nacional dos 

Dirigentes Municipais de Educação (National Union of the Municipal Education’s 

Directors) and other institutions and companies that wish to contribute to a higher 

standard for children in Brazil. 

 

The project aims to achieve the following: 

·  Mobilise volunteers through campaigns on TV and tell people (by site and by 

phone) about which schools are interested in receiving volunteers 

·  Publish good experiences in the areas of journalism 

·  Promote a national day theme, which can be used by the school to streamline its 

activities and projects 

·  Provide information and subsidies for schools to develop their own skills to 

better use and organise activities. 

 

More information about the project can be found at the Amigos da Escola website: 

http://amigosdaescola.globo.com/ 
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3.3 Fundação Abrinq  (Abrinq  Foundation) 

The Fundação Abrinq is a non-profit organisation, dedicated to promoting and 

defending the rights of children and adolescents in Brazil. Guided by the International 

Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989), the Brazilian Federal Constitution 

(1988), and the Statute of Children and Youth (1990), the organisation aims to provide 

activities for children and youth that are based on the sound moral principles of 

transparency, diversity, autonomy and independence. 

 

There are three major guidelines in the projects promoted by this institution: education, 

special protection and overall protection. The educational sector involves different 

dimensions such as: culture, sports, leisure, vocational preparation and personal 

development. At the area of special protection; infants and adolescents, in situations of 

social and personal risk allied with a strengthening of the rights guarantee system, are 

rescued and a process of reintegration is started. The defence and promotion of rights 

that together guarantee the life, health, nourishment and overall development of infants 

and adolescents is the last focus of the organisation. 

 

One project specifically aimed at the issue of child labour is the Programa Empresa 

Amiga da Criança (Child’s Friend Company Programme). The Abrinq Foundation gives 

a seal to be set in the products of a company that adhere to specific guidelines, which 

include:  

·  They do not use in their labour force children aged under 16 years (or 14 years 

in case of an apprentice) 

·  They do not hire someone under 18 years to do insalubrious, hazardous or 

nocturne activity 

·  They are aware that if their supplier uses child labour, the commercial 

relationship with the Foundation will be compromised. 

 

More information about the Abrinq Foundation can be found at their website: 

http://www.fundabrinq.org.br/ 
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3.4 Programa Bolsa Família (Family Bag Programme) 

The Programa Bolsa Família is a programme of direct transfer of revenue according 

to the conditions of a family. It aims to provide benefit to families in poverty or 

extreme poverty, and focuses on three essential dimensions to overcome hunger and 

impecuniousness:  

1. The promotion of immediate relief of poverty through the direct transfer of 

revenue to the family 

2. Assistance to assure basic social rights in areas of heath and education 

3. Assist in eradicating the cycle of poverty across generations 

 

The programme selects families through criteria and information developed by the 

municipal government and passed to the Cadastro Único dos Programas Sociais do 

Governo Federal (Unique Register of the Social Programmes of the Federal 

Government). With this data, the Ministério do Desenvolvimento (Development 

Ministry) selects those families eligible to take part in the project, with the main 

criterion being a low mensal wage per person. 

 

When a family enters the programme, members must adhere to a variety of conditions 

that are specific to the areas of heath and education, some of which include:  

·  To maintain children and adolescents in school-age studying 

·  Manage basic health care needs (e.g., vaccinations for children between the ages 

of birth to six years, care for pregnant women or mothers breast-feeding).  

These two conditions are particularly important with regard to child labour, because by 

being fulfilled they eliminate two of the primary precipitating factors for children 

engaging in labour – lack of education and health care access. Maintaining children in 

school and ensuring they have adequate health care provision (so there is no need to 

work to obtain resources to be able to access health care) are two of the best paths to 

eliminating the issue of child labour in Brazil. 

 

The Bolsa Família attends to 11.1 million families living in all Brazil’s municipalities. 

Much research has demonstrated the programme, although still in relative infancy, has 

already achieved important results. Specifically, the project has been able to reach 

families that need and follow the conditions of the programme; it has contributed in a 
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significant way to the reduction of extreme poverty and social inequality; and, it has 

also contributed to the enhancement of nutritional conditions in beneficiary families 

(Ministério do Desenvolvimento Social e Combate à Fome, 2008a). 

 

More information about the Programa Bolsa Familia can be found at the following 

website: http://www.mds.gov.br/bolsafamilia/ 

 

 

3.5 Conselhos Tutelares (Tutor  Councils) 

The Conselhos Tutelares are municipal public organs that are autonomous and 

permanent. Their function is to watch over the rights of children and youth in agreement 

with the Estatuto da Criança e do Adolescente. The aims of the councils are to: 

·  Assist children who are at threat of abuse by legal guardians or wider society in 

general (i.e., by discrimination)  

·  Receive all communications regarding suspected or confirmed cases of ill 

treatment, non-justified absence from or evasion from school, and high levels of 

educational failure 

·  Assisting and advising parents or legal guardians in general regarding the 

welfare of children, advising on courses and/or programmes of orientation and 

promotion of the family, and advising on specialised treatment for a variety of 

difficulties  

·  Assisting the government to develop and implement programmes of assistance 

in the areas of health, education, citizenship, work and wage development, with 

the objective of advancing the status of children and youth.  

 

The most important factor regarding their work is the proximity these organs have to the 

issue of child labouring. Specifically, they are in a prime position to identify and report 

confirmed cases of child labour, and implement appropriate courses of action to 

eliminate the issue within their specific municipality (Presidência da República 

Federativa do Brasil, 2008). 
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3.6 Programa de Erradicação do Trabalho Infantil  (Eradication of Child  
Labour Programme) 

 

The Programa de Erradicação do Trabalho Infantil (PETI) is a programme specifically 

dedicated to the issue of child labour, with the main aim being to eradicate the worst 

forms of child labour in Brazil. To accomplish this, the PETI concedes a substitutive 

wage, in addition to wages earned from child labour, to families of labourers. In order to 

receive this assistance, the family must assure the matriculation of children at school 

and make frequent education during the most integral periods. 

 

The programme targets families with children and adolescents between the ages of 7 

and 15 years, who are involved in activities considered the worst forms of child labour. 

These activities were defined by the Secretaria da Inspeção do Trabalho (Labour’s 

Inspection Secretary) of the Ministério do Trabalho e do Emprego (Ministry of Labour 

and Employment), and may include activities such as coalmining, pottery, sugar cane 

harvesting, and general work at garbage deposits and tobacco plantations. 

 

Families with children that generally work in urban areas are eligible to receive mensal 

financial help of $20 per child. In contrast, families in rural areas are eligible to receive 

$12 per month for any registered child. Complimentary to these benefits, there is the 

Jornada Escolar Ampliada (Amplified School Period), which provides $10 to rural and 

$5 to urban child labourers who participate in extra-curricular programmes developed 

by specific educational centres. 

 

To receive this financial help, the family must adhere to some specific conditions. 

Firstly, if a child is involved in the Jornada Escolar Ampliada programme, there is a 

minimum requirement of school attendance for at least 75% of the total normal 

educational period. Secondly, children under the age of 16 years must be removed from 

all forms of the most hazardous labour altogether. The participation by families in 

programmes of creation, amplification of revenue, and socio-educational actions is 

another important part of the conditions. Specifically, families must attend such 

programmes when required (Ministério do Desenvolvimento Social e Combate à Fome, 

2008b). 
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More information about the programme can be found at the following website: 

http://www.mds.gov.br/programas/rede-suas/protecao-social-especial/programa-de-

erradicacao-do-trabalho-infantil-peti 
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